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Pray for an End to Violence  
Against Police
BY JOSEPH YEKULIS

I was moved to broach the subject 
of violence against Police Officers 
as locally here in Michigan, another 
young police officer’s life was cut 
short while trying to make an arrest 
of an armed felony suspect on the 
night of November 22, 2016 on the 
campus of Wayne State University 
near downtown Detroit. 

His name was Officer Collin Rose, who 
was a K-9 handler, and someone 
who was making a difference in the 

community that he worked. A celebration of his life took place during his 
funeral Mass at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church in St. Clair Shores, MI. This 
was the same parish that hosted the funeral of Sgt. Kenneth Steil of the 
Detroit Police Department, who was shot on September 12, 2016 while in 
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pursuit of an armed suspect during a manhunt for a carjacking suspect 
on Detroit’s Eastside. He died from his wounds five days later. A third 
Detroit Police Officer, Myron Jarrett, was killed by a hit-and-run driver on 
October 28, 2016 during a traffic stop. 

This is not just a Detroit problem. It’s a national problem that has reached 
epidemic proportions. According to the Officer Down Memorial website, 
140 officers were killed in the line of duty in 2016, and what’s more 
alarming is that a number of these deaths occurred as a result of officers 
being ambushed or assassinated. In Dallas, TX this year, four Dallas PD 
officers and one Dallas Transit Patrolman were shot and killed by an 
active shooter while providing security at a “Black Lives Matter” protest 
march on July 7, 2016. Three officers in Baton Rouge, LA were killed and 
three more were seriously wounded by a lone gunman on July 17, 2016, 
when they were ambushed outside a convenience store. When you read 
through the list of officers who have been killed in 2016, you’ll see they 
come from all walks of life, all different races and every part of the nation. 

IT’S A NATIONAL PROBLEM THAT HAS REACHED 
EPIDEMIC PROPORTIONS. 140 OFFICERS WERE 

KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY IN 2016, AND WHAT’S 
MORE ALARMING IS THAT A NUMBER OF THESE 
DEATHS OCCURRED AS A RESULT OF OFFICERS 
BEING AMBUSHED OR ASSASSINATED.”
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East to west and north to south; every part of this country has been 
affected. And every one of these officers had wives, husbands, children 
and family members who will never see them again. Blue lives matter too!

So why write about this issue today? Because as a former police officer 
myself, I can tell you that once you’ve become a member of the “Thin 
Blue Line” that separates order from chaos in society, whether you are 
active-duty or retired, every death of a police officer is felt deep down 
inside of you. You know what it feels like to be in those dangerous 
situations. People in law enforcement are part of a tightly knit family, and 
when one officer dies, a part of you dies with them. 

Where does this lawlessness come from that compels criminals to act 
so blatantly and with such brutality by attacking those who are in the 
business of protecting us? Let’s start with some of the people who lead 
our country who glorify civil rights activists that flagrantly disobey law 
enforcement through their civil disobedience; including rioting, burning, 
looting, blockading freeways, and other forms of protest. Meanwhile, 
officers who are simply doing their jobs are castigated and considered 
“racists” by people who break the law and are placed under arrest. This 
attitude of tolerance towards criminals creates a toxic environment in 
some communities, where (some) officers may find themselves looking 
the other way rather than taking action out of fear of punishment. 
Therefore, lawlessness reigns, chaos ensues, and the world is turned 
upside down. 

Of course I could also get into the social ills of poverty, unwed mothers, 
children without fathers, lack of faith, lack of values; and the list goes on 
and on. Unfortunately, we don’t have the space to continue. 

Did Jesus have anything to say about respect for authority? Absolutely! 
He said, “Everyone is to obey the governing authorities, because there 
is no authority except from God and so whatever authorities exist 
have been appointed by God. So anyone who disobeys an authority if 
rebelling against God’s ordinance and rebels, must expect to receive the 
condemnation they deserve. Magistrates bring fear not to those who 
do good, but to those who do evil. So if you want to live with no fear of 
authority, live honestly and you will have its approval.” (Romans 13,1-4).

This is not something that I alone can impact by writing this article, but 
together, we can express our faith in God, and ask Him to protect and 
preserve those who put their lives on the line every day for us. Please join 
me in thanking the Lord for those who sacrifice their lives in Public Safety 
every day, and ask St. Michael, the patron saint of police officers, for his 
protection over them. “St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be 
our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil...” Amen.




